
Guard against … Information which may  
save your life!

the silent 
killer

Every year there are  
more than 1000 victims.  

Protect your family  
against CO poisoning!    

>>>  Find out all about the 
subject on page 4

Mary had a brush  
with the silent killer…  
and was able to tell us  
what happened to her!  

>>>  Read pages 2-3

EN



Cool, Karim! It’s 
Sunday.

OK, I’m going to 
take my bath.

On this beautiful Sunday, the killer was waiting just behind the door…

Please don’t  
take hours,  
darling…

Mary, remember that our 
parents are expecting us for 

lunch …

Mary, hurry up, 
we’re going to be 

late!
MAr...

11.20

oh!

11.25

 Mary!

Quick,  
cut off 
the gas!

 Oh, darling! I’ll take you 
out of here, quick!

 Air!

CO is a silent killer…  
One doesn’t notice it and  

it has no smell. 



I felt very tired, then I 
believe I had vertigo…

You were lucky!

Therefore,  
always ensure that 
the house is well 

ventilated!

Understood!

All coal-, wood-, oil- or 
gas-fired appliances can 

generate CO. 

CO is a silent killer…  
One doesn’t notice it and  

it has no smell. 

Listen carefully!  
If you suffer frequently 
from headaches, nausea 
or vertigo, you should 
suspect the presence of 

CO in the room.

THERE YOU ARE! I HAVE SERVICED 
YOUR BOILER AND IT IS NOW WORKING 

PROPERLY AND EQUIPPED WITH A DIRECT 
VENT OUTSIDE.

The flame should  
always be blue. A yellow 

flame points to incomplete 
gas combustion. This can be 

dangerous!

A few 
days 
later… 

TO ENSURE BETTER  
AIR CIRCULATION I  
HAVE INSTALLED A  
NON-BLOCKABLE  

GRID. 

DONT FORGET,  
TO ENSURE A GOOD draught 

you should have you chimney 
checked every year!

We won’t forget HIS 
advice. Our safety is at 

stake!

I was so afraid 
of losing you, 

darling…

Thanks for saving my life!  But I 
don’t understand... It happened  

so fast …

You did all the right things, sir. 
First, the window should be opened, 
then the gas cut off and the victim 

removed from the room. 



  What is CO?
CO (carbon monoxide) is a gas that has no smell or 
taste, which can’t be seen or felt, but is dangerous 
and one can die from its effects. Every year, more than 
1,000 people in Belgium fall victim to CO poisoning. 

 

All coal-, wood-, gas oil-, paraffin or gas-fired heating 
appliances can generate CO! 

Therefore, the danger lurks in your home, too.

  How can it be avoided?
ADEQUATE VENTILATION
  �Is there a heating appliance or a boiler in the room? If 

so, install an adequate ventilation grid (150 cm²),  or 
ensure that the room is always ventilated correctly.

Checking THE CHIMNEY
  �To ensure a good draught, ave the chimney checked 

every year!

GOOD AND PROPERLY SERVICED APPLIANCES
  �Old appliances use up more fuel and can sometimes 

be dangerous! 

  �For a hand basin or a sink, use only a small 
(5-litre) boiler! 

  �Choose a heating appliance fitted with a spent 
gas evacuation duct. 

  �Have your appliances checked regularly by a specialist.

  �How can the danger of CO 
poisoning be detected?
In humans and animals
  Headaches

  Vomiting

  Tiredness

  Fainting	

In the home
  �Presence of condensation on walls in the vicinity 
of a gas boiler

  Yellow flames instead of blue 

  Abnormally high humidity

  �What should be done in the 
event of CO poisoning?
  Open all the doors and windows

  Switch off the appliance

  Has the victim lost consciousness? Dial 112.

  �If the victim is conscious, remove them
from the room

  �Anti-poisoning Centre : 070 245 245

If you want additional copies of the booklet, you can order them by e-mail at infodoc@ibz.fgov.be or by fax on 02 557 35 22. The 
booklet is also available on the website www.besafe.be (heading 'Publications') 

Boulevard de Waterloo 76 
1000 Bruxelles

T 02 557 33 99 
F 02 557 33 67

vps@ibz.fgov.be
www.besafe.be

Directorate-General of Safety and (Accident) Prevention
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